Application No. 10/607,546 

Amendments to the Claims : 

The following listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in 
the application: 

1 . (Currently Amended) An information output system including a plurality of 
electronic devices and an information output device, which are connected to a network system 
and capable of communicating with each other through the network system, 
said information output device comprising: 

a detecting system that detects said plurality of electronic devices connected to 
said network system; and 

a selecting system operable by a user to select at least one device from among 
said plurality of electronic devices, 

each of said plurality of electronic devices comprising: 

a4mk-an information storage portion that stores service information including 
link information indicative of a location of data to be output; and 

a4mk-an information transmitting system that transmits tho link the service 
information when a predetermined condition is satisfied, 

said information output device further comprising: 

a link an information receiving system that receives the lin k the service 
information from said at least one device selected by said selecting syst e m; an d svstem; 

a determining system that determines whether the service information received 

includes general information indicative of a content of the data to be output: 

a display system that displays a listing of the general information, such that the 

general information is selectable by the user, only when it is determined that the service 
information includes the general information, wherein the listing of the general information is 
not obtained in accordance with the link information: and 
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an outputting system that obtains and outputs the data to be output in 
accordance with the link information received by said lin k said information receiving system 
that is associated with selected general information . 

2. (Original) The information output system according to claim 1, wherein the 
predetermined condition for each of said plurality of electronic devices is satisfied when it is 
selected with said selecting system of said information output device. 

3. (Original) The information output system according to claim 2, wherein said 
link information transmitting system of each electronic device transmits the link information 
when it is selected with said selecting system. 

4. (Original) The information output system according to claim 1, wherein the 
predetermined condition includes a request for the link information output by said 
information output device. 

5. (Original) The information output system according to claim 5, wherein said 
link information transmitting system of each electronic system transmits the link information 
in response to the request for the link information transmitted from said information output 
device. 

6. (Original) The information output system according to claim 5, wherein the 
link information includes a plurality of links corresponding to a plurality of pieces of data to 
be output, respectively. 

7. (Original) The information output system according to claim 6, wherein said 
information output device includes: 

a display system that displays the plurality of links included in said link 
information received by said link information receiving system; and 

a link selecting system that selects one of the plurality of links displayed by 
said display system. 
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8. (Original) The information output system according to claim 6, wherein the 
link information transmitting system of each electronic device transmits a plurality of links 
and a plurality of pieces of service information in relation with the plurality of links, the 
plurality of pieces of the service information corresponding to a plurality of services provided 
by each electronic device, respectively. 

9. (Original) The information output system according to claim 6, wherein the 
link information transmitting system of each electronic device transmits a plurality of links 
and a plurality of general descriptions in relation with the plurality of links, the plurality of 
general description describing a plurality of functions provided by each electronic device, 
respectively. 

10. (Original) The information output system according to claim 5, wherein the 
link information transmitting system transmits the link information in response to a 
Description command of a UPnP protocol. 

1 1 . (Original) The information output system according to claim 4, wherein said 
detecting system outputs a searching signal through the network system, said plurality of 
electronic devices being detected in accordance with reply signals which are output by said 
plurality of electronic devices in response to the searching signals, respectively. 

12. -16. (Canceled) 

17. (Currently Amended) The information output system according to claims 
4 &claim 1 , wherein each of said plurality of electronic devices are detected in accordance with 
fee-a Simple Service Discovery Protocol S SB FfSSDP^ of aUPnP. 

18. (Original) The information output system according to claim 1, wherein said 
outputting system includes a printer that prints out the data to be output on recording medium. 

19. (Original) The information output system according to claim 1, wherein said 
outputting system includes an e-mail transmitting system that generates an e-mail message 
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having contents of the data to be output and transmits the e-mail message to at least a 
predetermined address. 

20. (Original) The information output system according to claim 1 , 
wherein the link information includes at least one URL, and 
wherein said data to be output includes WEB page data. 

21. (Original) The information output system according to claim 1, wherein the 
location where the data to be output is inside each of said plurality of electronic devices. 

22. (Original) The information output system according to claim 1, wherein the 
location where the data to be output is in a predetermined device connected to the network 
system. 

23. (Original) The information output system according to claim 22, wherein the 
data to be output is shared by said plurality of electronic devices. 

24. (Original) The information output system according to claim 1, wherein the 
data to be output is varied in accordance with the status of each electronic device. 

25. (Currently Amended) The information output system according to claim 1, 
wherein said information output device transmits a predetermined signal to 

said at least one electronic device selected by said electing system, and 

wherein said at least one electronic device has a storage that stores information 
indicating that said at least one electronic device is selected by said selecting system of said 
outputting system, said link information transmitting system of said at least one electronic 
device transmitting the link information only when selected by said selecting system of said 
outputting system. 

26. (Original) The information output system according to claim 25, which 
includes a plurality of information output devices, and wherein said at least one electronic 
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device transmits the link information only to the information output devices of which said 
selecting system selects said at least one electronic device. 

27. (Currently Amended) An information output system including a plurality of 
electronic devices, a server and an information output device which are connected to a 
network system and capable of communicating with each other, 
said server comprising: 

a detecting system that detects said plurality of electronic devices connected to 
said network system; and 

a selecting system operable by a user to select at least one device from among 
said plurality of electronic devices, 

each of said plurality of electronic devices comprising: 

a-4kriean information storage portion that stores service information including 
link information indicative of a location of data to be output; and 

a link an information transmitting system that transmits the link information 
service information to said server when a predetermined condition is satisfied, 

said server further comprising: 

a-Unlean information receiving system that receives th e link the service 
information from said at least one device selected by said selecting system; 

a determining system that determines whether the service information includes 

general information indicative of a content of the data to be output: 

a display system that displays a listing of the general information, such that the 

general information is selectable by the user, only when it is determined that the service 
information includes the general information, wherein the listing of the general information is 
not obtained in accordance with the link information: and 
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a transmitting system that transmits the data to be output in accordance with 
the link information associated with selected general information to said information output 
device, and 

said data outputting device comprising: 

a data receiving system that receives the data to be output from said server; 

and 

an outputting system that outputs the data to be output received from the 

server. 

28. (Original) The information output system according to claim 27, wherein the 
predetermined condition relates to an operation states of each of said plurality of electronic 
devices. 

29. (Original) The information output system according to claim 28, 
wherein the link information includes at least one URL, and 
wherein said data to be output includes WEB page data. 

30. (Original) The information output system according to claim 28, wherein the 
location where the data to be output is inside each of said plurality of electronic devices. 

3 1 . (Original) The information output system according to claim 28, wherein the 
location where the data to be output is in a predetermined device connected to the network 
system. 

32. (Original) The information output system according to claim 31, wherein the 
data to be output is shared by said plurality of electronic devices. 

33. (Original) The information output system according to claim 28, wherein the 
predetermined condition includes a predetermined change of the operation status of each 
electronic device. 



-8- 



Application No. 10/607,546 

34. (Original) The information output system according to claims 33, wherein the 
data to be output contains a method of coping with the predetermined condition. 

35. (Original) The information output system according to claim 27, wherein said 
server includes an e-mail transmitting system that generates an e-mail message having 
contents of the data to be output and transmits the e-mail message to at least a predetermined 
address. 

36. (Currently Amended) A method of outputting information regarding a 
plurality of electronic devices on a network system with an information output device which 
is connected to the network system, the method comprising the steps of: 

detecting the plurality of electronic devices connected to the network system 
by communication through the network system; 

selecting at least one device from among the plurality of electronic devices; 

transmitting link information service information including link information 
indicative of a location of data to be output when a predetermined condition is satisfied; 

determining if the service information includes general information indicative 

of a content of the data to be output: 

displaying a listing of the general information, such that the general 

information is selectable by a user, only when it is determined that the service information 
includes the general information, wherein the listing of the general information is not 
obtained in accordance with the link information; 

obtaining the data to be output in accordance with the link information 
associated with selected general information : and 

outputting the data to be output. 
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37. (Currently Amended) The method according to claim-3#36, wherein the 
predetermined condition relates to an operation states state of each of the plurality of 
electronic devices. 

38. (Original) The method according to claim 37, 

wherein the link information includes at least one URL, and 
wherein the data to be output includes WEB page data. 

39. (Original) The method according to claim 37, wherein the location where the 
data to be output is inside each of the plurality of electronic devices. 

40. (Original) The method according to claim 37, wherein the location where the 
data to be output is in a predetermined device connected to the network system. 

41 . (Original) The method according to claim 40, wherein the data to be output is 
shared by the plurality of electronic devices. 

42. (Original) The method according to claim 37, wherein the predetermined 
condition includes a predetermined change of the operation status of each electronic device. 

43. (Original) The method according to claims 42, wherein the data to be output 
contains a method of coping with the predetermined condition. 

44. (Original) The method according to claim 37, wherein the condition includes 
a request for the link information. 

45. (Currently Amended) A computer accessible recording medium containing a 
program to be executed by the computer to achieve a method of outputting information 
regarding a plurality of electronic devices on a network system with an information output 
device which is connected to the network system, the method comprising the steps of: 

detecting the plurality of electronic devices connected to the network system 
by communication through the network system; 

selecting at least one device from among the plurality of electronic devices; 
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transmitting service information including link information indicative of a 
location of data to be output when a predetermined condition is satisfied; 

determining whether the service information includes general information 
indicative of a content of the data to be output: 

displaying a listing of the general information, such that the general 

information is selectable by a user, only when it is determined that the service information 
includes the general information, wherein the listing of the general information is not 
obtained in accordance with the link information; 

obtaining the data to be output in accordance with the link information 

associated with selected general information ; and 

outputting the data to be output. 
46. (Currently Amended) An electronic device for an information output system, 
the information output system including a plurality of electronic devices and an information 
output device, which are connected to a network system and capable of communicating with 
each other through the network system, the information output system designating one of the 
plurality of electronic dovicc devices . said electronic device comprising: 

a-fok-an information storag e portion that stores service information including 
link information indicative of a location of data to be output; and 

a link an information transmitting system that transmits th e lin k the service 
information to the information output device under a condition where said electronic device is 
being selected by the information output device, 

the information output device determining whether the service information 
includes general information indicative of a content of the data to be output, displaying a 
listing of general information, such that the general information is selectable by a user, only 
when it is determined that the service information includes the general information, wherein 
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the listing of the general information is not obtained in accordance with the link information, 
ancLobtaining and outputting the data to be output in accordance with the link information 
transmitted from said link information transmitting system that is associated with selected 
general information, . 

47. (Original) The electronic device according to claim 46, wherein said link 
information transmitting system of said electronic device transmits the link information when 
it is selected by the information output device. 

48. (Currently Amended) An electronic device for an information output system, 
the information output system including a plurality of electronic devices and an information 
output device, which are connected to a network system and capable of communicating with 
each other through the network system, the information output system designating one of the 
plurality of electronic devicesd eviee, said electronic device comprising: 

a4*ftlean information storage portion that stores service information including 
link information indicative of a location of data to be output; and 

a-fek-an information transmitting system that transmits the service 
information th e link informat ien-to the information output device in response to the request 
for th e link a request for the service information transmitted from the information output 
device, 

the information output device determining whether the service information 
includes general information indicative of a content of the data to be output, displaying a 
listing of general information, such that the general information is selectable by a user, only 
when it is determined that the service information includes the general information, wherein 
the listing of the general information is not obtained in accordance with the link information, 
and_obtaining and outputting the data to be output in accordance with the link information 
transmitted from said link information transmitting syste m that is associated with selected 
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general information , said information output device including a printing unit that prints out 
the data to be output on recording medium. 

49. (Original) The electronic device according to claim 48, wherein the link 
information includes a plurality of links corresponding to a plurality of pieces of data to be 
output, respectively. 

50. (Original) The electronic device according to claim 49, wherein the link 
information transmitting system transmits a plurality of links and a plurality of pieces of 
service information in relation with the plurality of links, the plurality of pieces of the service 
information corresponding to a plurality of services provided by each electronic device, 
respectively. 

5 1 . (Original) The electronic device according to claim 49, wherein the link 
information transmitting system transmits a plurality of links and a plurality of general 
descriptions in relation with the plurality of links, the plurality of general description 
describing a plurality of functions provided by each electronic device, respectively. 

52. (Original) The electronic device according to claim 48, wherein the link 
information transmitting system transmits the link information in response to a Description 
command of a UPnP protocol. 

53. (Currently Amended) An electronic device for an information output system, 
the information output system including a plurality of electronic devices and an information 
output device, which are connected to a network system and capable of communicating with 
each other through the network system, the information output system designating one of the 
plurality of electronic device, said electronic device comprising: 

a link information storage that stores link information indicative of a location 
of data to be output; and 
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a link information transmitting system that transmits the link information to 
the information output device when an op e ration stat e s operation state of said electronic 
device satisfies a predetermined condition, 

the information output device obtaining and outputting the data to be output in 
accordance with the link information transmitted from said link information transmitting 
system. 

54. (Original) The electronic device according to claim 53, wherein the 
predetermined condition includes a predetermined change of the operation status of said 
electronic device. 

55. (Original) The electronic device according to claim 54, the predetermined 
condition includes at least one of: (a) said electronic device being in an error state; (b) a 
consumable member of said electronic device being less than a predetermined amount; and 
(c) a replacement member of said electronic device being required to be replaced. 

56. (Original) The electronic device according to claims 55, wherein the data to 
be output contains a method of coping with the predetermined condition. 

57. (Currently Amended) The electronic device according to claims 56, wherein 
each of said plurality of electronic devices are detected in accordance with the -a Simple 
Service Discovery Protocol (SSDP^S SBP of aUPnP. 

58. (Currently Amended) An information output device for an information output 
system including a plurality of electronic devices, the plurality of electronic devices and said 
information output device being connected to a network system and capable of 
communicating with each other through the network system, 

said information output device comprising: 

a detecting system that detects said plurality of electronic devices connected to 
said network system; 
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a selecting system operable by a user to select at least one electronic device 
from among said plurality of electronic devices, each of said plurality of electronic devices 
being configured to output link informatio n service information including link information 
indicative of a location of data to be output when selected by said selecting system; 

a4iri^an information receiving system that receives th e link the service 
information from said at least one electronic device selected by said selecting system; 

a determining system that determines whether the service information received 

includes general information indicative of a content of data to be output; 

a display system that displays a listing of the general information, such that the 

general information is selectable by the user, only when it is determined that the service 
information includes the general information, wherein the listing of the general information is 
not obtained in accordance with the link information: and 

an outputting system that obtains and outputs the data to be output in 
accordance with the link information received by said link information receiving system that 
is associated with selected general information . 

59. (Original) The information output device according to claim 58, further 
including: 

a display system that displays the link information received by said link 
information receiving system, the link information including a plurality of links; and 

a link selecting system that selects one of the plurality of links displayed by 
said display system. 

60. (Original) The information output device according to claim 58, which 
outputs a searching signal through the network system, the plurality of electronic devices 
being detected in accordance with reply signals which are output by the plurality of electronic 
devices in response to the searching signal, respectively. 
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61 . (Original) The information output device according to claim 58, wherein said 
outputting system includes a printer that prints out the data to be output on recording medium. 

62. (Original) The information output device according to claim 58, wherein said 
outputting system includes an e-mail transmitting system that generates an e-mail message 
having contents of the data to be output and transmits the e-mail message to at least a 
predetermined address. 

63. (Currently Amended) A server of an information output system, the network 
system including a plurality of electronic devices and an information output device, said 
server, the plurality of electronic devices and the information output device being connected 
to a network system and capable of communicating with each other, 

said server comprising: 

a detecting system that detects said plurality of electronic devices connected to 
said network system; 

a selecting system operable by a user to select at least one electronic device 
from among said plurality of electronic devices, each of the plurality of electronic devices 
being configured to transmit service information including link information indicative of a 
location of data to be output to said server when a predetermined condition is satisfied; 

a-4iftk-an information receiving system that receives the link information 
service information from the at least one electronic device selected with said selecting 
system; 

a determining system that determines whether the service information includes 

general information indicative of a content of data to be outpute: 

a display system that displays a listing of the general information, such that the 

general information is selectable by the user, only when it is determined that the service 
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information includes the general information, wherein the listing of the general information is 
not obtained in accordance with the link information; and 

a transmitting system that transmits the data to be outpu t in accordance with 
the link information associated with selected general information to said information output 
device, the data outputting device being configured to output the data to be output received 
from the server. 

64. (Original) The server according to claim 63, wherein said server includes an 
e-mail transmitting system that generates an e-mail message having contents of the data to be 
output and transmits the e-mail message to at least a predetermined address. 

65. (New) An information output system including a plurality of electronic 
devices and an information output device, which are connected to a network system and 
capable of communicating with each other through the network system, 

each of the plurality of electronic devices comprising: 

a link information storage that stores link information indicative of a location 
of data to be output; 

a detecting system that detects change of an operation status of the electronic 

device; and 

a link transmitting system that transmits the link information when the change 
of the operation status is detected by the detecting system, the link information relating to the 
change of the operation status being transmitted, 

the information output device comprising: 

a link information receiving system that receives the link information from at 
least one device selected by a selecting system; and 

an outputting system that obtains and outputs that data to be output in 
accordance with the link information received by the link information receiving system. 
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66. (New) The information output system according to claim 65, wherein the 
change of an operation status includes at least one of: (a) the electronic device being in an 
error state; (b) a consumable member of each electronic device being less than a 
predetermined amount; and (c) a replacement member of each electronic device being 
required to be replaced. 

67. (New) The information output system according to claims 66, wherein the data 
to be output comprises a method of coping with the predetermined condition. 

68. (New) The information output system according to claim 65, wherein each 
electronic device transmits the link information using a Notify command of a UPnP protocol. 
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